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*TO CARE FOR HIM WHO HAS BORNE THE BATTLE AND FOR HIS WIDOW AND ORPHANS,”

divided it up into farms and moved thercon,
And thus in 1547 began the Woodlawn
Northern settlement which became anucleus

THE QUAKER SCOUT.

own lips,
This took me all aback. Instantly all the |
horrors of the situation stared me in the Lower than plummet goundelh, sink the Virginlan

| The maddened mother’s ety of wo shall plerce the
slaver'sden!

Life in the 0ld Dominion Before and
During the War.

SRCESSION AG

-

ITATION.

Actunl Experience of a North-

ern Settler from 1848 10 18G9,

EXCITING INCIDENTS,

Several Attempts 1o Lynch the
Abolitionists Failed.

-

BY JONATHAN RODERTS, CLARKSRORO, N. J.

aronnd which has gathered a strone North-
ern cloment, whose iufluence for good Las
long been felt by the farming commuunity of
Fairfax Connty.

Among those who early in the Fall of
1845 pathered to this settlement was Jons-
than Roberts (the writer of this) and family,
who bought about 400 acres, the homestead
part of the * Cedar Grove Estate,” of Wm.
M. McCarty, lying on Polick Bay, an arm
of the Potomac River, at the junction of
Accotiuk and Pohick Crecks, and two miles
from Pobick Clurdh, I removed there
Christuas, 1548, and commenced farming

Lields. Deing acguainted with the sous of
many of the F, F. V.'sof the County, having
been wcholars together at IHallowell's
school, and they being in want of a com-
petent Sarveyor, npon the recommendation

L

HE sulject of the |
following life-experi-
ence wias horn i Sep-
tember, 1818, of pa-
rents whose forelath-
ers catne over to this
couniry from Wiles |
in 162

2 and, having |
purchased the pro- |

priciary  right, like
I'enn, ;mlrli;.mrd
their guil-wcinim of

the Iudians, belween

the north and south
branches Pensanguin Creek, i Bur

lington Couvuty, N. J, where my ¢ider |
brother now lives, and where 1n old slave

of

times it was 8 stopping-place for TONAWR)
slaves on their way to Cunada and frecdom.
Aud many are the tales 1 have heard of the
: iflerad from theit

wrongs aud oulrages they sufl
cruel taskmasters, Upder such influences
| grew o Iliglhlllh_ﬂ.!_. llil!lh‘..', the \'l‘l'}' nume

ol slaveholder

In the Pall of 1820 1T went 1o Alexandria,
Va., w the boardiag-school kept by Ben-
j;mnu Hallowell, 10 finish my education.
There 1 found among my schoolmates the
sons of muny of the “ First Families of Vir-
ginia,” also sent there 1o finish their educa-
tion 1w 0t them for entering West Point.
With many of them I soon becume ) fast
friend ; but there was one who seewed from
the sturt determined 10 browbeat and jostle
we, uptil 1 conld bear it wo longer; but
be, noting as §f 1, being a Quuker, had to
bear everything withont resistance, kept on
ol it ] rewonstraied with bim without
aviil, I “went for bim," and
v went headiong over the schiool benches
It taugin
did not forget, aud he let |
Tt that, aud we afterward be-
cawe very gond fricnds, When ] lefi schoo] |
i 180 1 bhad mwany fast, stauch friends all
over

uniill sl last
i rathier uneomfortable style

lll.

uller

bim a lesson
@l

Virginin, who gave me strong snd
bearty jnvitations 1o come and seitle alnong
fthom. Aboul this Lime

THE ABOLITION OF BLAVERY
Wis b guestion that agitsted the public mind

vary muck both North and South. A law-

Jess mob, instignted by the slaveholders, had
burned the I vivapia Haull, in Philadel-
plin, beopuse the Abolitionists were allowed
10 lecture therein, and the gluvery infucnoe
secined arroguuly dominant over the whole
Loion; buy 11 could not slap the priuting. |
prose ml the Norib, por eouwid i #lap lree
L QBT on among thic Northemn piopie. But

gl Musop & Dixon's live it had to stop, 1f
|

any Abolition papers, or anyone who denied

tbe divine right of property in the people

o! Alncan desocnt, was known to luve

possed south of said line, they were in hour- ||
iy denger of the hulter st the bapds of

Judge Lyneh,

Yet Lthe antl avery |;H-l-'r it the North
founlinned 1o szitite the guestion, aud wupht
ThLl sisvory was so evil of very grostl mag-
nitnge, bolh socinlly, morally, and inanciel-
1y that it dulied the moml feolings of the
W maee, made them Inbhuman, dominear-

g, and brutish, sed, by the indolent bubiis

1 ".!,.,i

i1 oenpa e TR0 the while ruo
il Lhi uih trom an egual chauee io the
race of life with their more hurdy, self
£l nin wWilie oompeers at
the Sorth; thot with all th petior adva
tiigos @l Ll bouth ovey the North, in elimate
SO, wud productious, the Bouthiorn people |
were gradunly b sure ¥y being lmpover-
hed, and fdlling behitnd those of the North.,
dhen it was that many slevebolders, see.
ing Iy eir own observations that what
Lthie an ey peopic sad was sll troe
bogan o ure bhow to remody this con- |
Gilion o twpers and w =4y 1o those of
the North they couversed with on the sub

Jeet: TAT these things are so, come down
Pouth and teach os slavebolders, nnd do nol
HUT L) auiwosilies against us among the

"""l":”"'l ]H'U|'}‘ } ’!.lll‘_‘ '_" ;f“n I{J cry wut

Mucedovinns of old, 1o Paul

s did Lhe

*Come over and adlp us

While this cry wus sounding RMOnE us
therme was & goalle g ol e ons ol 1he
Yionew 'riends or Quukers ) of Durlineto
sid Glouesster Couptien, N, J. sous of sires
Who had braved the dangers sud privation
aident 1o the romoval from therr native
lan to tios then new world BiUUE Who
Lad come bere 10 4 Liutue of the

Jii i1TALLLY ANIVIAN,

bringing with them the olive branch ol
- ¢ aud § I will to ull snen,” and whe
el Juslly with the Indians, snd bought
1 rbomes ol § n. JFah ciuctabarod
it W W Yean was pot the ouly mau
who iw L osnd gand the Jodian for theis
Junds, dor the dacds of some of 1l m are siil
in CxiEe ope of wiilel 2 in my owpy
 §T1 4 her i pathioring of
th 070 | I il U] ol srtid-
g so sl dowa to Vigauis 10 buy the
Ma). Lawis propo i i Woodluwn

eontninge - UMY gy ( ether we oy d
o Wost and boy pew lupdse. But e ors
B sunuded o Lbusr mental oars, Y Come over
&nd holp os” vhat they eoneiuded 10 send ap
a&pen! down, whe boupbht the 2000 nores of
Sicorge Waskioglon's Bt Vauw csiste

of Beujamin Mallowell, our old school-
teacuer, they selveted me to do their survey-
ing in place of their County Surveyor, who
wus such a

) 18
that they could place no dependence in him.
1 soon bocame well "-i'ljl?illlil'"] tlironglonut

SLhEN sa7

Fairfux and adjoining Counties, not only
wilth the County, but also with the peaple.

Dut through all and to all who cared to |

know my scotiments I was always an out-
g&poken anti-slavery man, and would hire no
gluves of pt where the
masters would give the slaves their hire, ns
they did in somesdnstances. Consequently

I soom became known to the slaves as their

their masters, exeept

feiend, and they came to me from far and

pear lor counsel. Dut 1 wever advised any

to ran away; that I always left to their own |

Judgment,

I Laud th some of the
slave-holders in regard to slavery, and in
some of them it scemed as if I would be

miany contests w

- -vs -
TR

Ao ¢
: A -

- - WY
%

Srrr-MeriLaTion,

and’ improving its wornout old tobacco |

{ face, and I scemed to see that he alone stood
| between me and lynching. 1 conld not an-
swer right away. Then something passed
through my mind which said: “Make a
clean breast of it.” I instantly undesrstood,
and said to Col. Burke:

Quakers are all anti-slavery people.”

He answered that he knew all that, and that
was all right, but they had told him that I
was trying to induce slaves to run away. I
told him I did not advise any slaves to ran
away from their masters, but if anybody,
white or black, came to me for advice, I gave
them the best I bad; but, nevertheless, 1
believed slavery to be a great evil, one of the
greatest this country was suffering under.
It kept the slaves down to the foot of the
Indder of civilization, and it

DRAGGED THE SLAVEHOLDER
down to their level; it made the white race
lazy, dominecring, overbearing, and beastly,
and was therefore worse for them.

that it was true, too trne. He then said

| he was a large slavebolder; had inberited
| them from his father; was brought up with

them, and that if it was in his power to set
his slaves free, so they could stay here, he
would, and he wonld hire them. *But,” he

| 8aid, “ you know the law will not allow mwe
| 10 set them {ree here, and 1 have no money

to buy them homes anywhere North, and to

! send them away after toiling so long for me

with nothing, I cannot do that: and so I
have to get along as well as I can, But as
for you, you are all right, I wish we bad
many more like yon. And now I am ready
for those fellows. No one shall hurt you if
I can helpit,” 1donot know who Le meant
by “those fellows” bat I had my suspicions,
for in less than two werks from that time
I could perceive a marked change in certain
ones in their behavior toward we,

8o tiwe wore on, with most of the “First
Families of Virginia” in my vicinity stand-

hunting and watching all the time for sore-
thing to turn up to injure me, until the
Presidential contest of 1560 assumed shape,
after Abraham Lincoln was nominated by
the Republican party. Wheg the agitation
precoding secession began 1 took the side of
the Union, and strongly advised Virginians
to do nothing
IOOKING TOWARD SECESSION,

as secession meant war, and war right in our
midst, DBut the Secessionists tried to make
all believe there would be no war, and if
there did come war it would be up North

hung, but n kind, overruling Providence
rescoed me every time. '
At one # terrible incident occured |
while protecting o slave woman from the

ljrnhil,l_\' of her master, who hind hired her

Lime

| ol her owner (a widow woman) for the year, |

She escaped from bim and went bhome to
ber owper, and she sent ber back with the
threat that if she (the slave) did not go back
and stay sbe would sell ber (theslave) down
South the slaves in

Virginin, a8 well as in all the Dorder States,

Lo juf'li cotton. Now

| bave a horror of being sold South to pick

colton. Bo she devised & ]cl.ab to prevent
that and stili stay at home with her children.
the
our hovse and go 1o my woodpile, take my
ax in ber right hand, then placing her Jeft
hand the «lx pping-block, deliberate ly
chopped off' three fingers, Then she came
10 we 1o have them wis ppresd up, all dangling
1x

1 saw her come down lune lending to

£ 1]

.'l"'f l-:'m» 1 Ps.x.(i Lo er;
Yk bow could you do se¥"
Her I cannot )

ecotton, sud 1o one will buy me, and I can

stay ol howe with sy children”

af Lhey wore,
2 .
Mariha

BOEWEr Was NowW weks

At another time throe men came to onr
house in the morsiog 10 borrow rmy boat 1o
cross over Polilck Creek, saying they were
going buuling over in Mason’s Neok [as it
wis cilled) and would Yring it back when
they came. 1, saspecting no foul play, lent
Ax we were whont done dinner

| %L 1o Lthem,
II.‘

boy with them, and askiod us to give them

the snmne back, baviag & colored

sotne dinner, and while the same was felting

roady Tor them, Iiw_i' began to beat the ]l”.'r.
for polh ng 1hil ] could sece,
| I BEEMONSTEATED WITH THEM
about it, apd told them my farm or front

yard was not & public whipping-pust for
sluves,

| Then they began to curse me as a black
I

bumedialely disnissed them from wy farnm

Abolitionist who o ighit 1o be hung, ele
withoot disner. They bad been gone per-
| biaps balf an Lowr, when over comes o neigh-
|uﬂa:: this sawe party, and saying they had
| kuduapped o free colored boy whose motier
| lived o Washingion, D. C., and who had
bired the boy o bim to help him man bLis
long boat,

Bu we slarted after them and chased them
up to Alexandrin, but they just pot on to
vl We took the
d 19 overhaul them, They
pot to Washingtun irst, hat we were so clase
Lhat Lime

the boy cunceaied o put io jail, and we case

the steamboul nlicad

EEST

UN.

pext bhogt n

4
!

ulter thwe Lhey had pot 1o et

| 50 « ou them on the street that ey
drujped the boy aod ran and bid themscl ves

to keop from Lotug canght kidoapping.
At ither Time | bad some business tlo

{ attond 1o st Parfax Courthouse during court

| Lime, which ploce was sbout 16 miles from

| where 1 lived. 1 also stopped on bus vess I

| 1o e C Silne Durke who st that time
wis Cliel Juslioe of the County Court.
Afler pelt r thiraugh my business with Col
Burke, e desived we 1o walt o little while |

| bie go! his horse, suying be would ride with

| we 1o L After he had gotten

we had sturied, Col, Burke said

1 ks

| roiid v and

bor from the other side of the ereck bunting |

between the Abolitionists and the Demo-
crats; and if there did come war they did
not care, as one good Southern soldier could
whip five Yankees any day.

1 told them they were mistaken in the
Northern people; they were not cowards,
but they did not want any war: they wouald
do almost anything to keep out of & war,
except give up the Union,
that the Northern people woald fight rather

| than give up the Union, and if they were

“You know that I am a Quaker, and that |

name ;
FPlant, if ye will, your fathers graves with rankest
weeds of shame ;
Be, If yo will, the scandal of God's fair universe—
Weo wash our hiandas furever, of your aln, and shinme,
and curse.
.

The volee of Massachusetis] Of her free sons and
danghitersa—

Deep calling unto deep aloud—the sound of many

| walers!

Against the burden of that voice what tyrant power

shnll stand?

No fﬂu-ad- in the Bay State! No slave upon her
land!

Look to it well, Virginians! In ealmness we have
borne,

In answer to our fuith and trust, your Insult ausd
YOour scorn;

You've spurned our kindest counsels—you've
hunted for our lives—

And sbaken round our hearths and homes your
manacies sod gyves!

We wage no war—we lifi no arm—we fling no toreh

The ﬂ:‘-j-lc‘lll:‘upu of the quaking mine benealh your

We h-:;-ltl ';'v":llih your bondmen, to wrestle, while

Wills {!'::-v:t.::n.;:_ upward tendencies, and God-like
soul of man !

But for us and for our ehlidren, the vow which we

! hiave given
Col. Durke immediately r«.«ipru]d«.-(l vche- | For fl"----!-..-n snd humanity, Is registered ln
= - CRAYSN
mently and earnestly in Lis emphatic way | No slave-lunt in our borders—no pirate on cur
slrand!

No fetters in the Day Blale—no slave upon our

| land!

' Bat the Knights of the Golden Circle were

ing by me, while the overseer-class were |

determived that Virginia should secede.
They beset the Legislature to
CALL A CONYENTION.

The Union members did all they could to
prevent it. They sent out petitions for all
volers opoosed to sec2ssion to sign. One
was sent 1o me to gel signers. I took it the
next day up to a vendue in my peighbor-
hood, where there was a large crowd, and
having read it to them, asked if there were
any who wished to sign it I had noticed
that while I was reading it the crowd had
divided—about half dozen on one side of me,
and the rest, 50 or 60, on the other side.
When I was done reading one of this balf
dozen, Windsor by name, stepped up to me
and told me to take that paper and clear
out from there. If I did not, they would
attend to my case.

I told Windsor the petition had been sent
to me by his own State Senator, Henry W.
Thomas, and if' it was right for him to send
it it was right for me to get signatures, if
anyone was willing to sign it. Then Wind-
sor told me that if I did not take it and clear

1
|

out from there they wonld hang me to cne
of those trees in the yard,

At that sayiog an old man by the name of
Thomas Fowler, one of the F. F. V.'s, spoke
up and told Windsor that there was nothing
in that paper but what any goad citizen
could sign, and he was golng to sign it, I
jamped up and gave him my seat, and he
immedintely sat down sand signed his name,

| and when about to rise snother stepped up

and told him to pleass put his name down

| (for many of the poorer elass could not at

They wonld find |

driven to take up the sword to preserve the |

Unlon they wonid be the last oues to sheathe
it mark it And farther, that the first gun
of slavery.

In the midst of this turmoil and excite-
ment the following lines of Whittier, “ The
Poet of Freedom,” came strongly to my re-
membrance, and it seems so appropriale to
the occasion that I insert it here:

MASSACHUSEITS TO VILKGINIA,
L Trumn Froedot's Notthern Lilla, upon s

“I'n

Thet

[ L'
WwWal,

Dears grecting te Virginla from Messachuseiis

| fired in this war would be the deathi-kuell |

that time write), and so they kept him at it
until the whole of the crowd had signed,
between 50 and 60, Windsor and his little
party sceing how the thing was going
JUMPED ON THEIE HORSES AND LEFT.
The Legislature, however, called a con-
veution and ordered an eleclion of delegates,
and a call was passed sround for each party
to mect at the Courthouse on a certain day
to ecommence the canvass for election, each
candidate then and there to define his posi-
tion. Oun that day I went up to the Court-
house to see and do what I could against
seccssion, I fonnd a very large crowd gath-
ercd there, and very much agitated, the Se-
cessionisls baving Alfred Moss, the County
Clerk, as their candidate, and the Union

| men relected Wm. H. Dulany, a son of old
| Commodore Dulany, as their eandidate,

The

Se

Hiaw sion men were boisterous and
No word of Luuglhty challenging, nor battle bugle's | jubilant, while the Union men were quiet
jral, .

Nor peady tread of marclilog Bles, uor clang of
Lursctaci's siocl,
No tralnus of deep-tuonuthed ennnon along our high-
WHYS Ko—
Arvand our silest arsensls untroddes lles the
| RLOW
And 1o the

land breeze of our porls, upon thelr
erratds for,

A thovimand suiis of commerce swell, butl nune sre
pjind fur war

We b Virginla! thy slormy words
el biih,

v an the Soulhern winds which melt
sy »K Y

tol oo browo, hinrd band forgoes ita Lonest
(RTR T O PO B

ar thy thresls

Bwell harsi

LT YO

| Yet

. :
=0 bewer ol our wountaly culkes suspends Lis ax in
fens

Whnt means the 014 Dominlon?

Huth she forgot

the day
When oler bor conguered valle yeawepl the Briton's
elevl nrrav ?

llow side Ly wide, with sons of hers, the Mussa-
CLunelts varn

Focountered Turleton's chinrge of fire, and stoul

Upruwallis, Lheu Y

Forgets she Lhow the Iay Stale, In answer lo the

i

r old House of Burpesses, spoke out from

} ey il f’llu T

When, schomg back ber Henry's ery, came puising
L vuch bresth

OF Narthern winds, the thrll ling sounds of * Liberty

| or Deathi1™ )

Oof Le

What aska the Old Dowminlon? If now Ler sons | pacity.

have praved

and noncommitial, and it was hard to tell

"

what proportion each bore to the whole, as,

Vorisa ror THE UNIoN,
except the rabid Secessionisis, each was

| . . . '
afraid of his neighbor. BSoon the large

Courthouse was crowded to its utmost ca-
I managed to get a seat on a high
| window-sill, where T could see the whole

Falve 1o 1l ot Iuthiers' memory—false i the faltl !
I ey luved, a M o Y81 erowd, which was a little Jower than where
1T mliwe casn poul! st Freedom, and its greal charter | 1 mal, with the “l““l‘k‘”.d ht:l“(l, where the
lll.ulil_ - -
Must we of Massacliuseits from truth und duty | Judges commonly sat, in front of me. As
LT

We buut your bondmen, fying from Slavery's
hunteTul hell

near a4 I conld make out the Upion men
were to my left haud and the Secession men

1o my right. Amoeng them was Jim Jackson

| Our volors, &t your bidding, tuke up the blood-
, hound's yell— (the man who afterward shot Col. Ellsworth
| Weo gether, ut your summons, above our falliers' | . - A .
| KIAVES in Alexandria) and his gang of bullies,
Feven Vi i 8 boly sltar-horna, to lour your

wielched siaves!
Thauk God! not yet so vilely ean Massachusctts
Laay *
| The spirit of bier early tlme s with her even now:
Brcam not beosusoe ber Pilgrim Ulood move b alow,
nid emlug, sed coel,
hus can moop ber chinluless neck, & sister's
pinve anud lowl !

She 1

All at once stiliness fell on the crowd, as
Allred Moss, the Beeession candidate, arose
to define his position. He had been telling
me and others outside of the Courthouse
| that he did not want secession, nor did he
waut to break up the Union. Dut now,
when Le got warmed up to his subject, he

Alit :.'l I:.p slov Siate shiould do, al) Lhnt o free Slate shouted out, * Eleet me, and I will go in for
Hent ‘.v],nl-u' purese we jaroller, as o our carly IMMEDIATE f-}“i'}'-i-[ll,\_"
uny | » . .
Bat that one dmrk loalthisowe buidey ¥U mus | I'his 80 . ""l”":"’]"‘-"l me, alter l" aring “h:“'
| , slagper with aloue, | e hiad told us outside, that I ealled out:
And rosp the biller Laives! which ye yourselves

r bLinve sovind

”' .-'_. while ve IRy,
buiden

\‘.-Ll‘- Wi l||‘—b: Taw

your stragpling

g slaves, and
nir

fdin) slred

“Why, Alfved Moss, you do not mean
what you say; that you will go in for im-
mediate secesszion.”

| e dosired sopporiunity to hive a yrivate & Lwnesth the ]ahlu, mnd mun- Y. . " v o)l u H v
e : P fiit) . + ] 18 ) " Baod wild despals \u‘_.l do," he yelled. “I will go for
‘ Wk with e, He mid some of his neigh- | Cling cioser to the “eleaving curse® that writes | itumediate gecassion”
],.,1__ ] d 1 e 1.'1‘ L | - 1 Mpon Tour pleles "y == i = - - "
| 1 ing bhim that 1 was a | The bissting of Aluighty wrath agaiost & land of That answer let the “ cat out of the bag,
HLCR LR | Chinlie. | as the Secessionists were endeavoring to eon-
1 BLAUK ABOLITIONISTS | 8141t alinane your gallaut ancestry, the cavaliers of | Ce8l their real intention (of delermination
Vit ¥ o 1 Ny mr 5 ) ; LN i 1
that T was tiying 1o iaduce the slaves to run to secede at all Lazards), and it made them

Bway; that Le did pot belicve it and Lad ¢

By wateldng round thie shini:lica
Hook it swid—

Ycre Livwwan

' 80 wad tbey called oat to their followers to ' Election,

| Fairfax Connpties at West End, near Alex-

' hang out a sheet on the clothes-line in the

i
|

| to get my horses, that had been taken from

' the people at an election to be held on the

{

| ment,

{ man and a good friend of mine, and one of

black Abolitionist.,” And Jim Jack«on
and his gang of bullies started toward me
across the Courthonse to do their bidding.
Just at that time there was a commotion
at my left hand, and here came a tall six-
footer, Thomas J. Peacock, pushing his way
toward me, and eame and stood direetly be-

| tween me and Jim Jackson, who, when he

saw him there, turned another way aund left
me alone, and quiet was restored again.
But that question and Alfred Moss's answer
defeated him by s majority of 425 votes in
a poll of about 1200 votes. After that
meeting I was doubly & marked man for
lynching.

Soon after the election there was a meet-
ing of the Secessionists of Alexandria aund

andria, and they there organized a party to
come down 12 milea to my farm and

HANG ME THAT NIGHT.
But some of the slaves waiting on them
found out what was going on and they seant

N i
o yf { I’oq';ﬁ\\ &
3 R L \ $

-y
7

’

lll
there, all making preparation to go home
without voting. [ asked them why they did
80, and they replied that they were atraid to |
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valte, fur there was that Windsor, Judge of

on the table before bim, and he swearing
he would shoot the first man who under-
took to

VOTE FOR THE UNION,
and here was this cavalry to support him,
and they did not want to be shot. [ toid
them that was a game to scare them from
voting: that I thonght we owed it to onr-
selves and our children that we vote that
day, and that I was going to vote.

“Oh, well,” they said, “if you will go
first we will follow.”

I started, got to the door, looked back over
my shoulder, and saw the long line follow-
ing. I wentin, and Windsor, seeing me come,
asked me if 1 had come to vote, and how. I
told him yes; I bad come to vote for the
Union against secession.

He looked up with a scow] on his face, and
seeing the long line of Union men coming
after me, he began to write down my name
and how I voted, for we voted viva voce.

passed on, and another took my place, and
80 they proceeded, nntil when the poll closed
that night we had 76 Union votes and only
19 secession.

Early next morning the Union troops,
nnder Col. Fllswarth, came over to Alexan-
dria from Washington, and Jim Jackson
killed Ellsworth at the Marshall House for

pthe house, and suddenly got his deserts
therefor himself

About 10 o’clock on that day I went over
to Aceotink to learn what was going on. I
found all guiet and the eavalry about sit-
ting down to their breskfast of roaat veal,
when suddenly a ery arose, and looking up
the road toward Alezandrin we saw o horse-
man coming at full speed, and when near
enongh to be heard. he ealled ont: “ Clear

ISVITING THE REBEL GUARD To DINNER.
one of the slaves down to tell me, and near
snndown I saw a dark form eoming down
the lane, and I thought from his actions that
something was wrong and went ont to meet
him, He told me that the colored folks
overheard the plotting to hang me, asd that
the party was almost ready to start when
he left; that he had come the shortest way ?
he counld, but he was afraid they would be |
ahead of him, and that they would soon be !
there,

I went into the house and told my wife
about it, and told her they would not dis-
turb her, as it was only me they wanted ;
that I wonld go ont on the bay in my boat
and stay all night, and if all was right te

morning, and I wonld come home. When
morning came I saw the sheet out, came
home, and found no one had been there. 1
wondered at it, and then went over to Aec-
cotink village to see if T could learn any-
thing about it there, I had been there bat
a<dittle while when I got word why they
had not come. They had come down about
balf way, and stopped at Dr. R. C. Mason’s,
8 rank Secessionist, and at that time Chief
Justice of the County, but a law-abiding

the chivalry of Virginia. They stopped
there to give the Doctor a serenade, and he
seeing they were on some expedition, asked
where they were going. They replied they
were going down to Cedar Grove to hang
that black Abolitionist, Roberts. The Daoc-
tor asked: “ Why? What has Roberts heen
doiog?” They replied that he had been
saying if he had his way there should not
be a slave in Virginia when the sun went
down,

“Is that all? " asked the Doetor,

“Yes; well, is not that enough?” they
asked.

Says the Doctor:

“If Roberts has been doing anything

TO BREAK THE LAW,

get out a warrant for him, bave him arrest-
ed, tried, and if found guilty, punish him;
but as for you, you threaten to do Roberts a
much greater wrong than even you charge
Roberts with doing; and if you persist in
it, I will have every one of you arrested and
put in jail;” which so scared the party that
they all seattered each to his own home.

Bo I was again saved by an unseen Power
overruling in human affairs,

About this time my hired man was plow-
ing with my two horses in my fleld, when
along comes half a dozen of my Secession
neizhbors, armed to the teeth, and took the
horses out from the plow, and, as they said,
sequestered them for the use of their army,
and took them to Alexandria, where Gen.
Cocke was gathering his rebel hosts together.
I was not at home at the time, but came soon
after, and started immediately to Alexan-
drin afler them. 1 went to Gen. Cocke's
headquarters in the Mansioc House, and
there met Maj. Montgomery Corse (his Aid)
at the door. He being an old acquaintance
and a friend of mine, he asked what broaght
me there, being much surprised. I told him

me by some of his soldiers from my plow in
the field,

He listened with astonishment, and said
they had no right to do so, and he would
see to it that my horses were returned, and
then passed in to see the General, but soon
returned with an order from the General to
the Uaptain of the eompany that took them,
ordering him to restore them to me. I took
it to the Captain, and Le refused to obey the
order, calling me all the hard names he
could think of. I told him

I SHOULD REFORT HIM

to his General, and started to go out, when
I found at the door the very man who had
been most busy in taking my horses, He
asked me not to go to the General, but to
wait o little and be would make it all right ;
and went in to his Captain, and soon came
out and said he would get them for me, and
went and got thew, and so I got my horses
again that time.

The Secession Convention having met
ahout this time, had io secret session, at the
bulding and threats of the Knighta of the
Golden Cirele, passéd the ordinance of seces-
sion, which was to be ratified by a vote of

24th of May, 1561; but they also adopted
an ordinance forbidding any discussion of
the question by the Union men, and they

! thk_

out from here! Clear out from here; the
Yankees are coming! The Yankees are
coming! They have come over to Alexan-
dria, and in two bours they will be down
here.”

Then there was a seamper, every fellow
for himself; some buckled on two swords,

sowme none; some bockled on two spurs on |

one foot, and some none at all, and then
jomping on their horsea away they all went,
without eating any breakfast at all ; so they
rushed pell-mell down to Oceoquan, eight
miles, across the bridge over the Occoquan at
that place, and then set fire to the bridge
and burned it doawn before they considersd
themselves sufe from the Yankees, not one
of whom was within 15 miles of them. So
the rebels made the first stampede of the
war, and showed the Yankees how to run
when they got scared,

About a week after, my sons and I were
plagting potatoes in my field, when about

i 11 o’clock we observed a saddled horse tied

in the edge of the field next to the woods,
on the hill-side overlooking the Potomae
River, Pohick Bayv, and where we were at
It was & wonder to vs what the horse
was deoing there, and we watched it until
near dinner-time, when I sent the boys up
to the house to feed while I went to see
what that saddled horse was doing there
On coming to the place where the horse was
tied from the opposite side,
I SURPRISED A SOLDIER

sitting at the foot of a tree, watching whera
we had been at work, but at the time drowsy
with sleep.

I called to him and asked what he was
doing there, and if he was lost. He jumped
up very much startled, mutiering something
unintellighle, At lust he got out that he
wis seut there by his Captain from Occo-
quan to wateh that “black Abelitionist,”
Koberts, who they said wus & “ Yaokee
apy"; that he held esmmunication with the
Yaokee fleet on the river, a8 my farm was
in fall view of the Potomae River and all

gkedaddle to Ocecognun the day alter.

I told the soldier that I was Mr. Roberta;
that I was no spy, but an open. outspoken
Union man, one that was oppesed to slavery
aid secession. But to never mind that now:

and have his borse fed, as I was then goiog
to dinper. This invitation
S0 ABASHED THE S0LDIER

that he did not know what to do or say, and
was completely nonplonssed. Flere he wan
sent to watch this man as a spy, a black
Abolitionist (with them the sum of all vil-
lanies), and here now he was being asked to
go and dine with him, Oh, how could he
doit?

At last he consented, and we went to din-
ner. I took his horse and fed it and then
took him in and sat bim by my side at din-
ner and waited on him the best I knew how,
I told him that T was & New Jersey Friend
(or Quaker), and of eourse an anti-slavery
man, who had come to Virginia to better my
wotldly condition, and at the same time to
show the Virginia farmers that it was more
to their interest to set their slaves fiee and
hire them, than to keep them as sluves:
that I was a Union man beeanse I was op-
posed to war; that secession meant war,
and that between fathers and brothers,

KINDRED AND NEIGIHBORS,
the horrors of which I wished our country
to avoid ; that I was not a spy, but an open,
outspoken Union man, whoe did nothing
secretly about it

We tulked afier dinner on the veranda in
front of the house, in full view of the river,
until the soldier, who was a eitizen of Fan-
quier County and a member of the Salem
Black Horse (T.wu.lry.:-m much talked u.huul,
fairly broke down, and said he wished there
were many more men just like me; that his
Captain and the greater part of his company
were the same way of thinking, but they had
been ordered out by the Governor and conld
not help it; but that now he should report
to his Captain when he got back, and he
would enguge that there would be no more
sent to waich me by his Captain,

He kept his promise, and no more e¢ame ;
but the same parties who had tried and
failed there, then applied to Beauregard and
procured an order to have me arrested and
imprisoned “a3 a man dangerons to the
Southern Cllﬂft'lléfﬂ(‘y." Tkli.‘! ul'ilt‘l.' coming
to the knowledge of an old Pennsylvanian
who had settled in Oecoquan in early life,
and had married a wife with slaves as her
dowery, he quickly made wp his mind that
I shiould not be imprisoned if he conld pre-

vent it. Ile determined to give me warn-
ine. Althouvgh living eight miles way, with

the rebel picket-line between wus, and the
officers of that picket-line boarding at hig
house, he enme unknown to them and let me
know of the impending disaster to me and

| Election, sitting there with a loaded revolver 1

As soon aa I saw my vote recorded T |

pulling down the secession flag from over "

| nondeseript organizition.”
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A FRIGHTENED VIDET.
Banter Between the Infantry
and Marine Cavalry.

BY ALEXANDER €. BY:ERLY, 1208 sourqH
BECOND ST., SPRINGFIELD. ILL.

HE Mississippi Mae
rine Brignde was 3
peculiar  organizas
tion. [lhers wos
never anything just
it befors nox
pince. Admiral
Parter, in his “ Nae

ke

= .

__‘A a S val History of the
. > e

B —=——"  Rebellion,” tries to

i duatyile i, And

Gen. Grant, in bis * Memoirs,” while paying
it & bigh compliment for service rendered at
the siege of Vickshurg, characterized it a8 “a
The truth is, i
waa o kind of cross between the army and
navy, partaking something of the features of
both—an amphibious military equipment,
equally at home on land or water.

It was organized, under orders from the
War Department, as & means of protection
to transportation on the Mississippi and its
tributaries. After the destruction of the
Confederate fleet in the naval battle before
Memphis, and the consequent fall of thas
eity, the river was practically open to Vickss
burg, But how to keep open so long a line
V.

“GET ovTENy MY RoaD.”

of communication began to be a serions

that passed op or down it; also that he (the | question. A small force of the enemy, with
soldier) was & member of the company at | & few pieces of artillery, could establish a
Accotink on election day, and made the | blockade anywhere until aforce could be

[sent against them strong enough to drive

|

come homo and get some dinner with me | the same destrctive pastime.

family, so that I made my escupe to Alex-

distributed troopa at all of the voting places
where there was any slroug Union senti- |
They seut a troop of 40 cavaliy to |
Accotink, our voting-place. They also ap- |
pointed the afuresaid Windsor Judge of |

|

that place. 1 had to leave my wile and |

children to the tender mercies of the rebels, |

but preferred my freedom to imprisonment, |

when 1 could do nothing to prutect thewn,
{10 be cuntanued.)

them away. On the approach of such o
force they wonld decamp, only to appear in
a few days at some other peint to engage in
How to se-
cure such & length of river against these
forays without an enormous detail from the
army was the problem. As this juncture
some fertile military mind, presumably
SOME OF THE ELLETTS,

laid before the War Department the projech
of a Marine PBrignde—a mounted force afloat,
ready on a moment’s notice to go anywhere,
prepared to fight on hoard as marines or
land at unexpected places, and hreak up small
bands at a cousiderable distance from the
river. The project was approved, and Lieut.-
Col. Alfred W. Ellett, who had distinguish-
ed Himself in the old ram fleet, was com=
missioned a Brigadier-(ieneral, and ordered

| to proceed at once to St. Louis and organize

the Mississippi River Marine Brigade.

As the need of such a foree was argent,
the General was anthorized to recruit it fromy
the convalescent hospitals, where there were
handreds of men who would soon be able for
daty ; disecharging them from their old regi-
ments and re-enlisting them in the new
command. In the meantime seven large
transports had been purchased and fitted ap
with gnarters for the men and stables for

Yaxgers Praving Brzzar

.
the horses, and rendered musket-procf by
heavy oak casemaling,

Sometime in Masch, 1363, the organization
was completed. [tconsisted of one regiment
of mounted infintry, commanded by Col
George E. Currie; a battalion of cavalry,

andria to the Federal forcea then oecupying | eommanded the first year by Maj DLW,

Hubbard, afterward by Mol J. R. Crandall,
and a battery of Hght artillery (four guns),
commazded by Capt. D. P. Walling, The
whele furce mmouuted w about 1,200 men,




