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ssnocssaoM agitation.
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Otiriflnra 1SS to 1830.
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Sorwim8 AMwirsipt t Uymdh the
AitoMtifoMift Falilod.

BY sommam' tnoMRffs, QLAiiKSBeno, n. j.

I.
HUE awbljoot of tho
following

ww liorn in Sep-

tember, 1818, of pa-roH- te

Whose forofatk-or- s

came ovor to tin's
country from Wales
ia 1082, and, having

Jc.hmBK. pwehase tlio pro-jwiota- ty

rigbt like
Pan a, purchased
their guil-olai- m of
the Indians, beiwoon
Ulie north 8ii fl south

brandies of PensaogHiii Ooek, in Bur-liugt- oa

Cottu4$ &. J., where my eldor
brother now livos, a4 whore in old slave
time it was a stof$Utg-plao- e for runaway
alaves m their way to Canada and froodotn.
A ud many mto the tales 2 have howd of tho

rouge at4 outrages fihey suffered from thoir
cruel taokmaatow. Uaflor audi iufluoncos
I xrew to matiboeS, bating tho vory uamo
of slaveholder.

In the Full of 163 I wont to Alexandria,
Va., to the boardiu;-fcdboo- l kept by Ben-

jamin HallowuM, to finish ray oduontion.
There I found among my schoolmates the
eons of many of the "First Families of Vir-

ginia," also soot thore to finish thoir oduca-tio- n

to fit thorn for entering West Point
With many of thorn I soon became a fast
friend ; but there whs one who fioouied from
the start determined to browbeat and jostle
we, until 1 could boar it ue longer; but
he, acting as if I, being a Qualcor, had to
bear everything without resistance, kopt on
at it I romonstrated with liitn without
aMiil, UtttU at last I "wet for Mat," nnd
Ik went iteadfong ovor the school benohes
in ratltor uoeoMfortaMe style. It taught
him a Season lie did not forget d he lot
nic aJae aAer tliat, and we aAorward be-

came verj- - xod friends. When I loft stihool
in 1640 had utauy fast, stanoh friends all
over Virginia, Who gave me strong and
hearty iuvitations to eoiae and settle among J

them. About this Ume

rK xmnjmox of w.avbky
was a QiMMtioo tlmt agitated the public mind
very smon both North and fiowth. A law-le- as

moli, instigated by tbe slavubolderc, liad
burned the Pennsylvania Hall, ia Philadel-j.Li- a,

beoauae (be Abolittouiats were allowod
tii lecture therein, and the slavery influence
Mmed wrrogantly dominant over the whole
I uioa; ball it oowld net atop the prtating-t-m

at itm Kortk, nor eould it atop free
dtHcusskm among the Northern people. Bat
at kiaaon it lMictts line It bad to atop. If
any Abolition ytei, or anyone whs denied
tlte divine tiftht of ipronert' ia the people
oi Afioioan deaoent was known to have
passed oontfi of said lias, the wore ia hour-
ly danger of itfee fcatior at tb bonds of
Judge tornefa.

Vet itbe anti-oWw- people at tbo North
coiitittuol to agitate (ibe tneation, and taught
that slaverj-- was an el of vocy gront mag-
nitude, both socially, morally, and financial-
ly , that it dulled the moral feelings of tho
v lute race, made tltew inhuman, domineer-
ing, and brutish, and, by tite indolent habits
it engendered, incapacitated the white race
ol the South front an equal ofaauoe in the
reee of life with their wore luwdy, solf--r

lying, eclf-ouatainin- white oomnoers at
tlit North ; that with all the sujMior ad van-ta- g

of (ft South ovet the Korth, in climate,
soil, and iirodaotioos, the Bonthora poople
were gradually ldt surely being impover-
ished, nnd Jailing bobind those of the Korth.

Then it was that many slaveholders, see-
ing by their own obsonaUons that what
the antindavory jpeojiie said was at) true,
began to inquire 1mw to vontedy this oen-diti- ou

of Uiings, and to say to those of
the Ker&i eboy oonwowed with on the aub-jec- t:

Mtf Uieae tbiiiK htq no, como down
Houth and teach wt abwehr4der, and d not
aur up auiutOKitios against us among the
Northom jeonle.M Wioy begna to cry out,
as did the ICaosdonians of old, to Psul:
"Come ovor and help ne."

While this ery was sonnding among us,
there was a gathering of thm tions of iht
Pioneer 'Viands (orQuukers) of Bmiingtoa
and CUouosster OonnOes, K. J sons of aires
who had fccaood the danger and privation
ineioont to the iromovat irom tbtw j.rUvc
lands im tha tlioa nw world; afeo who
bad come bare to Oms home of idte

uuiiging Witt cnont itue olive brandh of
H pea and good wUl to all me and who
dalt Josthj with the Indians, and Uagbt
thi-i- r hottietj of them. For he it romemberod
Unit William t'enu was not tho only man
who bought nd paid the Indian for their
lands, for the deeds of eome of thorn arc stilt
m distance one of which hi ia my own
family. There eras then this gathering of
those none to consider the propriety of send-
ing an ag nl down to Vnginia to buy the
alaj. fwis property, oalled "Woodlaw,"
contalningS.tMO acres; orwtiedierweahonhl
;o West and buy uew hinds. But the cty

so iMMinded in tneit lnoHtal oars, "Oomo over
and holn hnt they oonohinod im send an
aj?eot (BwnWllMlionjdattlmfOMI aors of
Ctoosna Wjalhanjtottli ML Vomon uttnte

Cftllod " Woodlawn," in Fairfax Co., Va., and
divided it up into farms and moved thoroou.
And thus in 1647 began tho "Woodlawn
Kortheni sottloment which became a nucleus
around which has gatherod n strong North-
ern element, whose influence for good has
long boon felt by the farming community of
Fairfax County.

Among thoao who oarly in the Fall of
1818 gatherod to this settlement was Jona-
than Koborts (the writer of this) and family,
who bought about 400 acres, the homestead
part of tho " Codar Grove Estate," of Wm.
M. McCarly, lying on Pohick Kay, an arm
of the Potomac River, at the junction of
Accotink and Pohick Crocks, and two miles
from Pohick Church. I romoved there
Christmas, 1848, and commenced farming
and' improving its wornout old tobacco
fiolds. Being acquainted with tho sous of
many of the F. F. V.'s of the County, having
boon scholars togethor at Hallowcll's
sohool, and thoy being in want of a com-

petent Surveyor, upen tho recommendation
of Bottjamin Hallnwoll, our old school
teacher, they selected me to do their survey-
ing in place of thoir County Surveyor, who
was sack a

DRUXKltX SOT
that thoy oould place no dependence in him.
I soon became well acotiaintGd throughout
Fairfax and adjeining Counties, not only
with the County, but also with the people.
But through all and to all who cared to
know my sent moats I was always an out-spok- on

anti-slavor- y man, and would hire no
slaves of their masters, except where the
masters would give the slaves their hire, as
they did in somoJustauces. Consequently
I soon became known to the slaves as their
friend, and they came to me from far and
near for counsel. Bt I never advisod any
to run away; that I always loft to thoir own
judgment

I had many centooU with some of the
slave-holde-rs in regard to slavery, and in
some of thorn It seemed as if I would be

fe-- -
. I Axi? .,. VLY .
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hung, but a kind, overruling Providence
rescued me ovory time.

At one time a torn bio incident occured
while protecting a slave woman from the
brutality of her master, who had hired hor
of hor owner (a widow woman) for the year.
She escaped from him and wont home to
hor owner, and alio seat hor back with the
throat that if she (the slave) did not go back
and stay site would sell her (the slave) dewn
South to pick cotton. New the slavos in
Virginia, as well as in all the Border States,
have a horror of being sold South to pick
oottoa. So she dovisod a plan to prevent
that and still stay at home with her children.
1 saw her come down the lane loading to
oar house and go to my woodpile, take my
ax ia her right hand, then placing her left
band on the ohoppiiig-bloc- k, deliberately
chopped off throe fingers. Then she came
to me to have them wrapped up, all dangling
and bloody as they were. I said co hor:

"Ob! Martha, bow could you de so?
Her answor was: "Now I cannot pick

cotton, and no one will buy me, and I can
stay at home with my children.

At another time three men came to onr
house in the morning to borrow my boat to
cross ovor Pohick Creek, saying they were
going limiting over in Mason's Neck (ae it
was called) and would bring it back when
they oatne. I, suspecting no foul jday, lent
it to them. As wo were about done dinner
the same jiarty came back, having a colored
boy with them, and ask oil us to give them
some dinner, and while the same was getting
ready for tbum, they began to boat the bey,
for nothing that I oould see.

I ItKMOXSTJUrjCl) WITH THKM
about it, and lobl tbom my farm or front
yard was not a pnblic whipping-po- st for
slaves.

Then they began to corse me as a black
Abolitionist who ought to be hung, etc. I
Immediately dismissed them from my farm
without dianor. They bad been gone per-
haps half an hour, when over comet a neigh-
bor from the otbor aide of the crook hunting
aftor this same iarty, and saying they had
kidnapfMid a free oolored boy whose mother
lived in Washington, I). C, and who had
hired the liey to him to help him man his
longboat

So we started after tbem and chased thorn
up to Alexandt ia, but tbey just got on to
tho steamboat ahead of us. "We took tbo
next boat and tried to overhaul them. They
got to Washington first, but wo wore so close
after them that tbey bad not time to get
the boy concealed or put in jail, and we came
so close on tbem on the street that they
dropped the boy and ran and bid themeelvos
to keep from being caught kidnapping.

At another time I bad some business to
attend to at Fairfax Courthouse during oHrt
time, whkto plaos was about IS mile from
whore 1 lived. I xlse stopped on business
to sec Col. Silas Burke, who at that time
was Chief Justice of the County Court
After getting through toy business with Col.
lluricoj be desired me to wait a little while
be got bis borsc, saying be would ride with
me to the Courthouse. After he had gotten
ready and ws had started, Ool. Bsrko said
be desired this opportunity to have a prfvate
talk with mo. lie said some of hk neigb-bot- v

bad boon tolling him that 1 was a
sneaking

Heroic AnoUTiOKiaT;
tsmt I waa uying teio4Q theahwet to run
wys tbt ho did aet bettetc it, and and

sought this opportunity to hear from my
own lips.

This took me all aback. Instantly all the
horrors of the situation stared me in tho
face, nnd I scorned to see that ho alone stood
between mo and lynching. I could not an-

swer right away. Then something passed
through ray mind which said: "Make n
clean breast of it" I instantly understood,
and said to Col. Burko:

"You know that X am n Quaker, and that
Quakers arc all anti-slaver- y people."

He answered that he knew all that, and that
was all right, but they had told him that I
was trying to induce slaves to run away. I
told him I did not advise any slaves to run
away from their masters, lint if anybody,
whitcor black, came to me for advice, I gave
them tho best I had; but, nevertheless, I
believed slavery to be a great evil, one of the
greatest this country was suffering under.
It kept the slaves down to the foot of the
ladder of civilization, nnd it

DRAGGED THE SLAVEHOLDER
down to their level; it made the white race
lazy, domineering, overbearing, and beastly,
nnd was therefore worse for them.

Col. Burko immediately responded vehe-

mently and earnestly in his emphatic way
that it was true, too true. He then Eaid
he was a large (slaveholder; had inherited
them from his father; was brought up with
them, and that if it was in his power to set
Iiis slaves free, so they could slay here, he
would, and he would hire them. "But," he
said, "you know the law will not allow me
to set them free here, and I have no money
to buy them homes anywhere North, and to
send them away after toiling so long for me
with nothing, I cannot do that; and so I
have to get along as well as I can. But as
for you, you aro all right I wish we had
many more like you. Aud now I am ready
for thofic fellows. No one shall hurt you if
I can help it" I do not know who he meant
by "those fellows," but I had my suspicions,
for in loss than two weeks from that time
I could perceive a marked change in certain
ones in their behavior toward me.

So time wore on, with moat of the "First
Families of Virginia" in my vicinity stand-
ing by me, while the overseer-clas- s were
hunting and watching all the time forpome-thin- g

to turn up to injure me, until the
Presidential contest of 1600 assumed shape,
after Abraham Lincoln was nominated by
the Jiepublican parly. When the agitation
preceding1 secession began I took the side of
the Union, and strongly advised Virginians
to do nothing

LOOKING TOWARD SECESSION',
as secossion meant war, aud war right in our
midst But tho Secessionists tried to make
all believe there would be no war, and if
thoro did come war it would he up North
between the Abolitionists and the Demo-
crats; and if there did come war they did
not care, as one good Southern soldier could
whip five Yankees any day.

I told them they were mistaken in the
Northern poople; they were not cowards,
but they did not want any war; they would
do almost anything to keep out of a war,
except give up the Union. They would find
that the Northern poople would fight rather
than give up the Union, and if they wero
driven to take up the sword to preserve the
Union tbey would be the last ones to sheathe
it; mark it And further, that the first gun
fired in this war would be the death-kne- ll

of slavery.
In the midst of this turmoil and excite-

ment the following lines of Whittier, "The
Poet of Freedom," came strongly to my re-

membrance, and it seems so appropriate to
the occasion that I insert it here:

XASBAcnusirrrs to Virginia.
The Mart fM FretxlttM'a Northern hills, upon Jtti

bvMlberii wny,
Hears greeting lo Virgiala tram Mtumchwielts

Ikiy:
No wMi ut U&MglUy oikHeiKHi;, nor battle bugle's

Mal, .
5or MuMdy tread of MHrehiag ftltw, nor dan;; ofil.
Ke trains of lop-mHtli- caution along our high- -

wayH n
Around our bilunt urisOHals untruddou lioa the

www;
And t tbe land breeze of our ports, ujhhi tbeir

orraiMJH fur,
A IbtHiaaHd ailH of ceiatMorcc swell, but none are

ttjtfoud far war.

Wo bear iby threats, Virginal thy titorMy words
hm4 bigti,

Swult harefciy h the Seulbarn winds wkWi moltatattgour nicy;
Vot, t ohu btwH, bard band fersreas its hoHo&t

IalHr burs
JCo bower rf our mountain oaks Mibjtonda hi x In

foar.

What moans tbe Old Dominion? Hath bbc forgot
tint day

WIioh w'or liHrtfHHjMoied valloyeiswoul tbe IJrlton'dhtolarray7
How 44 by hWe, wltk eons of hers, tbo Masan- -

cbwnetts i.kmi
UttoouMtcred Tat-telo- charge of Are, and blout

Corn wullia, then ?

Fwgsla hbc bow tbe Hay State, In nnswor to tbo
mil

Of Insr obi HrtMwj of ItargewKH, eteko out from
J'anriill Hull?

WIioh, o!hik back hor Hqnry'a cry, came pulsing
on tmub broatb

Of Northern winds, tbe thrilling sounds of "Liberty
orliMith!"

What nk tbe Old Dominion? If nowberfcons
have jtovim1

Fabm to tbwr fathers' memory f.iUe to tbo faith
Ibey lovod.

If ube can mkII at Freedom, nnd Its groat charter
Mutt m of Massachusetts from truth nnd duty

turn?
Wo hunt yoar beadwien, flying from Slavery's

Itatcfttl bell
Oar voteef. at your bidding, take up tbo Mood- -

JkmhhJ'h j oil
Wc gaUioi.ul your HinunoiH, above our fathers'

graven.
From FiotHiotu'a holy utlar-horn- s, lo toar your

wretched alavobt

Thank God I not yot to vlloly oan Massachusetts
1mw;

Tbe ajrirlt hor oarly time I with hor cvon now;
DriMUM ihh beeuiifttt bar 1'ilgriui blood moves slow,

and oaltM, and oool,
She Uiut eaw mhm her ottaltilots noek, n tUitor'd

blave aud toot I

All that a stater Stats sbonW do, all that nret State
may.

Heat t. wmimI, and pttrao wu jHoirr. a In oar early
lay

Itat that one daifc loathsoato bunion yo mustntSr with aloMtt,
And reap the bittor bai vot which yc yeoravlvot

have sown 1

IIoW, wblle ye jaay, yor litniggHng fctavee. and
burden (iwd'alrco air

Wita woman' brik Wealh tbo lash, nnd man- -
hnod'h wild ttofciialr;

Otlag clow to lira "oleavlag oar" thai writesupon your idaitta
Tbe hhiiiiK of Almighty wrath against n land of

OtMUK.

StiH fcbame yur gallftat aaeoetry, the envArlers of
old.

Ily w4(atwg rouad tho shambles 'bere hawan
tiobb lb Stfld

Gloat o'or the new-bor- n oblbl, nnd count bis mar-
ket value, when

Tbo miuldenod mother's cry of wo shnll pierce tho
slavcr'a don I

Lower than plummet eoundotb, sink tho Virginian
name;

riant, if yo will, your fathora graves with rankest
wcodof vbnmo;

He. If yo will, thescnndal of God'a fair universe
Wo wash our hands forever, of your alu, nnd shame,

and curse.

Tho voice of Massachusetts I Of hor free sons nnd
daughters

Deep culling unto deep aloud tho sound of many
water!

Against the burden of that voice what tyrant power
sbnll stand?

No fetter In tbo Bay State! No slave upon her
laud I

Look to it well, Virginians! In calmness wo lmvo
borne.

In answer to our faith and trust, your insult and
yourbcorii;

You'vo spurned our kindost counsels you'vo
hunted for our lives

And shaken round our hearths nnd homes your
niunaelcH and gyves 1

Vfo wngo no war we lift no arm wc fling no torch
within

The fire-dam- ps of the quaking mine beneath your
soil of sin;

Wo leave yo with your bondmen, to wrestle, while
yo can,

"With the strong, upwnrd tendencies, nnd God-lik- o

fcoul of man I

Hut for us nnd for our childron, tho vow which wo
have given

For freedom und humanity, Is rogislorod In
Heaven;

No filave-lm- nl In our borders no pirate on our
strand 1

No fetters iu the Bay State no slave upon our
laud!

But the Knights of tho Golden Circle were
determined that Virginia should secede.
They beset tho Legislature to

CALL A CONVENTION.

Tho Union members did all they could to
prevent it They sent out petitions for all
voters opposed to secession to sign. One
was sent to me to get signers. I took it the
next day up to a vendue in my neighbor-
hood, where there was a large crowd, and
having read it to them, asked if there were
any who wished to sign it I had noticed
that while I waa reading it the crowd had
divided about half dozen on one aide of me,
and tho rest, 50 or GO, on the other side.
When I was done reading one of this half
dozen, Windsor by name, stepped up to mo
and told me to take that paper and clear
out from there. If I did not, they would
attend to my case.

I told Windsor the petition had been sent
to me by his own State Senator, Henry W.
Thomas, and if it was right for him to send
it it was right for mo to get signatures, if
anyone was willing to sign it. Then Wind-
sor told me that if I did not take it aud clear
out from there they would hang me to one
of those trees in the yard.

At that saying an old man by tho name of
Thomas Fowler, one of the F. F. Y. spoke
up and told Windsor that there was nothing
in that paper but what any good citizen
could sign, and ho wasohog to sign it. I
jumped up and gave him my seat, and he
immediately sat down and signed his name,
and when about to rise another stepped up
and told him to please put his name down
(for many of the poorer class could not at
that lime write), and so tbey kept him at it
until the whole of the crowd had signed,
between 50 and 00. Windsor and his little
party seeing how the thing was going

JUMPED ON THEIR HOUSES AND LEFT.
The Legislature, however, called n con-

vention and oidered an election of delegates,
aiid a call was passed around for each party
to meet at the Courthouse on a certain day
lo commence the canvass fer election, each
candidate then and there to define his posi-

tion. On that day I wont up lo the Court-
house to see and do what I could against
secession. I found a very large crowd gath-
ered there, and very much agitated, the Se-

cessionists having Alfred Moss, the County
Clerk, as their candidate, and the Union
men selected Wm. II. Dnlany, n son of old
Commodore Dulany, as Iheir candidate.

The Secession men were boisterous and
jubilant, while the Union men were quiet
and noncommittal, and it was hard to toll
what proportion each bore to tho whole, as,

li 1 I

ml BMAIink WtfSrarVi

Wl1 I
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Voting for the Union.
except tho rabid Secessionists, each was
afraid of his neighbor. Soon tho largo
Courthouse was crowded lo its utmost ca-

pacity. I managed lo get a scat on a high
window-sil-l, where I could see tho whole
crowd, which was a little lower than where
I sat, with the speaker's stand, where the
Judges commonly sat,in front of me. As
near as 1 could mako out tho Union men
were lo my left haud.aud the Secession men
to my right Among thorn was Jim Jackson
(the man who afterward shot Col. Ellsworth
in Alexandria) and his gang of bullies.

All ut once stillness fell on the crowd, as
Alfred Moss, the Secession candidate, nroac
lo define his position.. He had been telling
mo and others outside of tho Courthouse
that ho did not want .secession, nor did ho
want to break up the Union. But now,
when he got warmed up to his subject, he
shouted out, " Fleet me, and I will go in for

IMMEDIATE SECESSION."
This so astonished me, after hearing what
he had told us outside, that I called out:

"Why, Alfred Mos, you do not mean
what you say ; that you will go in for im-

mediate secosaion."
"Yes, I do," he yelled. "I will go for

immediate secession."
That answer let the " cat out of tho bag,"

as the Secessionists were endeavoring to con-

ceal thoir real intention (of determination
to secede at all hazards), and it made them
fio mad Ibcy called out to Iheir followers to

"Lynch him and carry him ont Lynch the
black Abolitionist" And Jim Jackson

nnd his gang of bullies started toward me
across the Courthouse to do their bidding.

Just at that timo there was a commotion
at my left hand, and hero came a tall six-foot- er,

Thomas J. Peacock, pushing his way
toward me, and came and stood directly be-twe- eu

me and Jim Jackson, who, when he
saw him there, turned another way and left
mo alone, nnd quiet was restored again.
But that question and Alfred Mosa'd answer
defeated him by a majority of 425 votes in
a poll of about 1,200 votes. After that
meeting I was doubly a marked man for
lynching.

Soon after tho election there was a meet-
ing of the Secessionists of Alexandria and
Fairfax Counties at West End, near Alex-

andria, and they there organized a party to
come down 12 miles to my farm nnd

IIANO 3IE THAT NIGHT.
But somo of the slaves waiting on them
found out what was going on nnd they sent

wssn rst --i ji'L.rpf.'ixw.
" yi

" " X

W'i' UL fop,

J Mil, jp

Inviting the Rebel Guard to Dinner.
one of the slaves down to tell me, and near
sundown I saw a dnrk form coming down
tho lane, and I thought from his actions that
something was wrong nnd went out to meet
him. He told me that the colored folks
overheard the plotting to hang me, and that
the porty was almost ready to start when
he left ; that ho had come tho shortest way
he could, but ho was afraid they would be
ahead of him, and that they would soon he
there.

I went into the house and told my wife
about it, nnd told her they would not dis-

turb her, as it wa3 only me they wanted ;
that I would go out on the bay in my boat
and stay all night, and if all was right to
hang out n sheet on the clothes-lin- e in the
morning, and I would come home. When
morning came I saw the sheet out, came
home, and found no one had been there. I
wondered at it, and then went over to Ac-

cotink village to see if I could learn any--thi- ng

abont it thore. I had been there but
a4ittlc while when I got word why they
had not come. They had come down about
halfway, and stopped at Dr. R. C. Mason's,
a rank Secessionist, and at that time Chief
Justice of the County, but a law-abidi- ng

man and a good friend of mine, and one of
the chivalry of Virginia. They stopped
there to give the Doctor a serenade, and he
seeing they were on some expedition, asked
where they were going. They replied they
wero going down to Cedar Grove to hang
that black Abolitionist, Roberts. The Doc-

tor asked : " Why ? What has Roberts been
doing?" They replied that he had been
saying if he had his way there should not
be a slave in Virginia when the sun went
down.

" Is that all? " asked tho Doctor.
"Yes; well, is not that enough?" they

asked.
Says the Doctor:
"If Roberts has been doing anything

to break the law,
get out a warrant for him, have him arrest-
ed, tried, and if found guilty, punish him ;
but as for you, you threaten to do Roberts a
much greater wrong than even you charge
Roberta with doing; and if yon persist in
it, I will have every one of you arrested and
put in jail;" which so scared the party that
they all scattered each to his own home.

So I was again saved by an unseen Power
overruling in human affairs

About this time my hired man wa3 plow-
ing with my two horses in my field, when
along comes half a dozen of my Secession
neighbors, armed to the teeth, and took the
horses out from the plow, nnd, as they said,
Eequestered them for the use of their army,
and look them to Alexandria, where Gen.
Cocke was gathering his rebel hosts together.
I was not at home at the time, but came soon
after, and started immediately to Alexan-
dria after them. I went to Gen. Cocke's
headquarters in the Mansion Honse, nnd
there met Maj. Montgomery Corse (his Aid)
at the door. lie being an old acquaintance
and a friend of mine, he asked what brought
me there, being much surprised. I told him
to get my horaes, that had been taken from
me by some of his soldiers from my plow in
the field.

He listened with astonishment, and said
they had no right lo do so, und he would
see to it that my horses were returned, and
then passed in to see the General, but soon
returned with au order from the General to
the Captain of the company that took them,
ordering him to restore them to me. I took
it lo tho Captain, and he refused to obey the
order, calling me all the hard named he
could think of. I told him

I SHOULD REPORT III3I
to his General, and started to go out, when
I found nt the door the very man who had
been most busy in taking my horses. Ho
asked mo not to go to tho General, but to
wait a little and he would make it all right;
and went in to his Captain, and soon came
out and said ho would get them for me, nnd
wont and got them, nnd so I got my horses
again that time.

The Secession Convention having met
about this time, had in secret session, at tho
bidding and threats of the Knights of the
Golden Circle, paad the ordinance of seces-
sion, which was to bo ratified by a vote of
the people at an election to be held on tho
21th of May, 1SG1 ; but thoy also adopted
an ordinance forbidding any discussion of
the question by the Union men, and they
distributed troop3atall of the voting places
where there was any strong Union senti-
ment They sent a troop of 10 cavalry to
Accotink, our voting-plac- e. They also ap-
pointed the aforesaid Windsor Judge of
Election,
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On the morning of eketioa I weal over to
Accotink and found about 40. Union mon
there, nil making preparation to go heme
without voting. I asked them why they did
so, and they replied that they were afraid to
vote, for there waa that Windsor, Judge of
Election, sitting there with a loaded revolver
on the tablo before him, and he swearing
he would shoot tho first mon who under-
took to

VOTE FOR TITE UNION,
and here was this cavalry to support him,
and they did not want to be shot I told
them that was a game to scare them from
voting; that I thought we owed it to our-
selves and our children that wo vote that
day, and that I was going to vote.

" Oh, well," they said, " if you will go
first we will follow."

I started, got to the door,lookd back over
my shoulder, and saw the long line follow-
ing. I went in, and Windsor.seeiag me eome,
asked me if I had come to vote, and how. I
told him yes; I had como to vote for the
Union against secession.

He looked up with a scowl on bis fnce, and
seeing the long line of Union men coming
after me, ho hegan to write down my name
and how I voted, for we voted viva voce.

As soon as I saw my vote recorded I
passed on, and another took my place, and
so they proceeded, until when the poll closed
that night we had 76 Union votes and only
10 secession.

Early next morning the Union troops,
under Col. Ellsworth, came over to Alexan-
dria from Washington, and Jim Jackson
killed Ellsworth at the Marshall House fer
pulling down the secession flag from over
the house, and suddenly got his deserts
therefor himself.

About 10 o'clock on that day I went over
to Accotink to learn what was going on. I
fonnd all quiet and the cavalry about sit-
ting down to their breakfast ef roost veal,
when suddenly a cry arose, and looking up
the road toward Alexandria we sftw a horse-
man coming at full speed, and when near
enough to be heard, he called out; "Clear
out from here! Clear out from here; the
Yankees are coming I The Yankees aro
coming I They have come over to Alexan-
dria, and in two hours they will be down
here."

Then there waa a scamper, every fellow
for himaelf; somo buckled on two swerds,
some none; some buekled on two spurs on
one foot, and some none at all, and then
jumping on their horses away they all went,
without eating any breakfast at all ; so they
rushed pell-me- ll down to Occoquan, eight
miles, acroee the bridge over the Occoquan at
that place, and then set fire to the bridge
and burned it down before they considered
themselves safe from the Yankees, not one
of whom was within 15 miles of them. So
the rebels made the first stampede of the
war, and showed the Yankees how to run
when they got scared.

About a week after, my sons and I were
plauting potatoes in my field, when about
11 o'clock we observed a saddled hors8 tied
in the edge of the field next to the woods,
on the hill-sid- e overlooking the Potomac
River, Pohick Bay, and where we were at
work. It was a wonder to us what the horse
waa doing there, nnd we watched it until
near dinner-tim- e, when I sent the boys up
to the boose to feed while I went to Bee
what that saddled her was doing there.
On coming to the place where the horse was
tied from the opposite side,

I SURPRISED A SOLDIER
sitting nt the foot of a tree, watching where
we had been at work, but at the time drowsy
with sleep.

I called to him and asked what he was
doing there, and if he waa lost He jumped
up very much startled, muttering something
unintelligble. At last he got out that he
was sent there by his Captain from Occo-
quan to watch that "black Abolitionist,"
Roberta, who they said waa a "Yankee
spy"; that be held communication with the
Yankee fleet on the river, as my farm was
in full view of the Potomac River and all
that passed up or down it; also that he (the
soldier) was a member of the company at
Accotink on election day, and made e

to Occoquan the day after.
I told the soldier that I was Mr. Roberts;

that I was no spy, but an open, outspoken
Union man, one that was opposed to slavery
and secession. But to never mind that now;
come home and get some dinner with me
and have his horse fed, as I was then going
to dinner. This invitation

so abashed the soldikr
that he did not know what to do or say, and
waa completely nonplussed. Here he was
sent to watch this man aa a spy, a black
Abolitionist (with them the sura of all vil-lanie- s),

and here now he was being asked to
go nnd dine with him. Oh, how could he
doit?

At last he consented, and we went to din-
ner. I took his horse and fed it and then
took him in and sat him by my side at din-
ner and waited on him the best I knew how.
I told him that I waa a New Jersey Friend
(or Quaker), and of course an anti-slave- ry

man, who had come to Virginia to better my
worldly condition, and nt the same time to
show the Virginia farmers that it was more
to their interest to set their slaves free aud
hire them, than to keep them as slaves;
that I was a Union man because I was op-

posed to war; that secession meant war,
and that between fathers and brothers,

KINDRED AND NEIGHBORS,
the horrors of which I wished our country
to avoid ; that I was not a spy, but an open,
outspoken Union man, who did nothing
secretly about it

We talked after dinner on tho veranda in
front of the house, in full view of the river,
until the soldier, who waa a citizen of Fau-
quier County and a member of the Salem
Black Horse Cavalry, so much talked about,
fairly broke down, and said he wished there
were many more men just like me ; that his
Captain and the greater part of his company
were the same way of thinking, but they had
been ordered out by the Governor and could
not help it; but that now he should report
to his Captain when ho got back, and he
would engage that there would be no more
sent to watch me by his Captain.

He kept his promise, and no more came ;
but tho Bame parties who had tried and
failed there, then applied to Beauregard and
procured an order to have me arrested and
imprisoned "aa a man dangerona to the
Southern Confederacy." This order coming
to the knowledge of an old Pennsylvanian
who had settled in Occoquan in oarly life,
and had married a wife with slaves aa her
dowery, he quickly made up hia mind that
I should not be imprisoned if he could pre-
vent it. He determined to give me warn-
ing. Although living eight miles way, with
the rebel picket-lin- e between us, aud the
officers of that picket-lin- e boarding nt his
houso,he came unknown to them and let me
know of tho impending disaster to me nnd
family, so that I made my escape to Alex-
andria to the Federal forces then occupying
that place. I had to leave my wife and
children to the tender mercies of the rebels,
but preferred my freedom to imprisonment,
when I ceukl do nothing to protects them.

To be continual.)
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ME KisofeerppK Ma-

rine Btrigpdei weai a
peeuliac ergfielan-tio-n.

Tflgre wag
navar aaytfelng jnot
like it before nor
8 in e. Ailmlr-a- l

Portoiv in, his MIfe-v- al

History ef i&a
Rebellion," trios to
describe ife. And

Gen. Grant, in his " Memoiis," while paying
it a high compliment for service rendered! as
the siege of Vieksburg, eharaeterkwd it ne " a
nondescript organization." Tbo truth is, ifc

waa a kind of eroos between the army and
navy, partaking something of the Jbaturse ef
both an amphibious military eqnipmena,
equally at horns on bind or water.

It was organized, under orders from, the
War Department, as a means of protootfan
to transportation on the Mississippi and! ite
tributaries. After the deetruefekm of tho
Confederate fleet In the naval battle before
Memphis, and the consequent foil of that
city, the river waa practically open to Yloke-bur- g.

But how t keep open so long a Una

1 afl

"Get outjcn My Road."'

of communication began to be a sexjons
question. A small fbree ef the enemy,, with
a few pieces of artillery, eould esinbrieh a
blockade anywhere until a fbree eould! be
sent against them strong enough to drive
them away. On the approach of such a
foree tbey would decamp, only to appear in
a few days at some other point to engage ha
the same destructive pastime. How to se-

cure such a length of river against these
forays without an enormous detail from tho
army was the problem. At this juncture
some fertile military mind, presumably

some of this slletts,
laid before the War Department the project
of a Marine Brigade a mounted fbree afloat,
ready on a moment's notice to go anywhere,
prepared to fight on board aa marines or
land at unexpected places, and break up small
bands at a considerable distance from tho
river. The projeet wae approved, and Lieut-Co- l.

Alfred W. Elletfe, who bad distinguish-
ed himself in the old ram fleet, was eoai-mission- ed

a Brigadier-Genera- l, and ordered
to proceed at once to St. Louis and organize
the Mississippi River Marine Brigade.

As the need of such a fbree wae urgent,
the General waa authorised to recruit it from
the convalescent hospitals, whore there were
hundreds of men who would soon be able fbr
duty; discharging them from thoir old regi-
ments and them in the new
command. In the meantime sevon large
transports had been purchased and fifetedlup
with quarters fbr the men and stables fbr
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Yank lis Playtno Buzzajux
the horses, and rendered musket-proof- ? by;
heavy oak caaematiiig.

Sometime in March, 133, tbo organisation
was completed. It consisted of one rogimontii
of mounted infhntry, commanded by Cbll,

George E. Carrie; a battalion ef onwlry,,
'commanded the first year by Miaji Di W.
Hubbord, afterward by Mnj. J. R. (Bwindblli,

aud a battery of Hght artiltery (Amr. &ms)tl
eomamadbd by Cap. D. P. Wailing. OJttai

wnoht fbsce amounted' eo afcon l',90ftmeni.


